
AIR  CAPABILITY DEMO - Roodewal 10 Sept 2015              

Anton Dyason 



Rooivalk no 673 from 16 Sqdn fires a salvo of 70mm un-guided rockets. 





On 11 September 2015 the SAAF hosted its 
annual Air Capability Demonstration at the 
Roodewal Weapon Range, near 
Polokwane in Limpopo Province. The main 
aim is to highlight the air capability of the 
SAAF in peace support operations and to 
display its inter-operability with other units 
from the South African National Defence 
Force. The ACD was staged at dusk which 
introduces an additional level of complexity 
to the members of our armed forces. 
Defence and Government officials from the 
African Continent, the Super Power Nations 
and various other countries attended and a 
fair number of foreign uniforms and badges 
could be seen. This annual event is hosted 
by the Chief of the SAAF and in his opening 
speech, Lt-Genl. Fabian Msimang stated 
the ACD exercise is a test of an airpower 
doctrine that is updated continuously to be 
relevant to our battle space. “The South 
African National Defence Force (SANDF) 
has successfully deployed the pride of the 
SAAF and our Nation, the Rooivalk attack 
helicopter, in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. This platform is also a 
demonstration of what is possible if we work 
together – the SANDF and the South 
African defence industry. Together we have 
designed, developed and produced one of 
the best in its class in terms of an attack 
helicopter – the Rooivalk.”  

The exercise started with an airborne 
insertion of a small team of Pathfinders 
which included a “specialist” as part of a 
tandem jump. This elite unit is mainly 
employed to collect intelligence and mark 
targets. A singular Hawk Mk120 LIFT 
aircraft from 85 Combat Flying School 
conducted a tactical data imaging 
reconnaissance sortie over the battlefield. 

CAF: Lt-Genl Fabian Msimang 



The skies became a buzz with two Gripens from 2 Sqdn performing a low 
level Combat Air Patrol and performed a 2 versus 1 mock counter air 
combat with a Hawk Mk 120 LIFT after dodging a simulated firing of a 
man portable SAM-7 missile.   

Oryx helicopters regarded as the best medium transport helicopter in its 
class performed a water drop with the use of the Bambi bucket. A number 
of Oryx, Augusta A109 LUH helicopters and a lone Bk117 helicopter 
performed various tasks from Command and Control, delivery of 
airborne troops, artillery units and various equipment to a variety of troop 
extraction techniques. A single 7.62mm door mounted machine gun kept 
the enemy at bay while our own forces where extracted or supported in 
the battlefield with re-supplies.   

A lone C-130BZ from 28 Sqdn lived up to its superior reputation in the 
SAAF and performed a low level run-in to pitch up for an in theatre 
airborne cargo drop by parachute. Mortar teams from the SANDF 
engaged enemy positions with 120mm mortars. Hawk Mk120 LIFT 
aircraft fired off a burst of 30mm canon rounds only to penetrate the 
target with pin-point accuracy. The design of the 30mm canon pod and 
as it is carried by the Hawk on the centreline station makes it one of the 
most accurate canon pods in the world. A number of Hawks after delivery 
of their canon bursts made another run-in towards the target to deliver a 
stick of 4x Mk 81 free fall bombs. Soon thereafter two Gripens delivered 
the “heavies” in the form of a stick of 4x Mk 82 free fall bombs. At the time 
of day it made for some spectacular explosions. To bring the visitors 
closer to the action a large outdoor display monitor relayed a live video 
stream from the ARGOS airborne observation system mounted on a 
Cessna Caravan some 3 kilometres away.  

The highlight of the exercise was the Rooivalk attack helicopter system. 
This locally developed attack helicopter has won international acclaim  

Hawk Mk 120 LIFT in the colours of the National Flag fires its 30mm canon. 



and delighted visitors with the firing of a full salvo of 70mm rockets by two Rooivalk 
helicopters. While the Rooivalk turned out of the attack to find cover, its occupants 
relayed a fist account of the current enemy situation of the ground. With the use of 
modern digital radio communication all friendly forces are kept up to date with the latest 
situation reports from the battlefield.        
      
Guests were treated by number of low level fly-past formations with the helicopter 
fly-past seeing an Oryx and two Rooivalk helicopters pitching up sharply to deploy a full 
complement of flares from all three helicopters. The C130BZ returned with a sharp pitch 
up towards Polokwane to deliver a spectacular full complement of flares. An air force is 
only regarded as such if it has fighter aircraft. It was therefore only fitting for a lone 
Gripen from 2 Sqdn to present the grand finale – after lighting its burner in a power 
vertical climb against a low light dusk background it streamed a number of flares. 




C130 BZ no 409 from 28 Sqdn performing an in-theatre cargo drop. 



A Bk117 from 15 Sqdn hoisting a downed pilot to safety. Tandem jump by the Pathfinders. 



Gripen D no 3906 from 2 Sqdn. 



A formation of 3 Hawks Mk 120 LIFT  aircraft from 85 CFS & earth shattering explosions (below). 





Hawk Mk 120 LIFT. Oryx with Rooivalk attack helicopter (below). 



AgustaWestland A109 LUH helicopter. 



Oryx helicopters. 





Two Oryx helicopters with cargo nets at sunset. 



AgustaWestland A109 LUH from 15 Sqd & Rooivalk attack helicopter (below). 



A formation of Gripen fighter aircraft. Mk 82 bombs find their target (below). 





C130BZ firing a full complement of flares. 



Helicopter formation. Oryx helicopters & Rooivalk attack helicopter (below). 
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Gripen with burner - streaming flares. 


